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in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from 
specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 
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section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 
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initiative, this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual 
property in specific countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement 
issues, applicants may call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158). 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir/Madam: 

Prior to examination of the present application, please consider the following. 
Amendments to the Title begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Claims begin on page 3 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE TITLE 

The following amended title will replace all prior versions and listings of the title in 
the application. 

PROCESS FOR PREPARING BASIC POLYCONDENSATION PRODUCTS 
METHOD FOR PRODUCING ALKALINE POLYCONDEMSAT I ON PRODUCTS 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for preparing basic polycondensation 
products, characterized by the following steps: 

a) neutralizing a polyfunctions amine selected from 1 ,4- 
butanediamine, 1,6-hexanediamine, N-(2-aminoethyl)-1,3-propanediamine, dipropylene 
triamine, N,N-bis(2-aminopropyl)methyIamine, diethylene triamine, triethylene tetramine 
and/or tetraethylene pentamine at f i rst partial l y or comploto l y with the aqueous solution 
of an inorganic or organic acid in a first proc e ss stop ; 

b) distilling off water i n a s e cond proooss stop ; and 

c) reacting the product obtained according to process step b) in a 
polycondensation reaction with a cyano compound with the release of ammonia at 
temperatures of at least 100° C. 

2. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 1 , characterized in 
that said inorganic or organic acid is selected from the group consisting of hydrochloric 
acid, sulfuric acid, formic acid and/or acetic acid ar e emp l oy e d as sa i d inorgan i c or 
organic ac i d . 

3. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 1 ©f-2, 
characterized in that said cyano compound is selected from the group consisting of 
cyanamide, dicyandiamide, guanidine and/or biguanidine ar e e mp l oyod as said cyano 
compound . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-3, 
characterized in that a solvent or solvonts aro is employed for one or more of process 
steps a), b) f and c). 

5. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims-4-te 4 
characterized in that a said solvent containing contains hydroxyl groups e sp e cially 
po l yhydrio alcoho l s, such as e thylono glyco l , d i othylon e , triothy l on e or totraothylono 
glyco l , propylono glyco l , butylonos g l ycol or polyothylono g l yco l ac wo ll as a mixture of 
thoso solvonts aro omployod as said so l vonts . 

6. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-§, 
characterized in that a catalyst is employed for process step c). 

7. (Currently Amended) The process according to cl<aim 6, characterized in 
that a metal halide , e sp e cially zinc ch l orid e , is employed as said catalyst. 

8. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-7, 
characterized in that the water is distilled off in process step b) at a temperature of up to 
180° C, distil l ing bo i ng performed und e r normal prossuro or undor vacuum, or at first 
undor normal proscuro and undor vacuum towards tho ond of tho d i sti ll ation . 

9. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-8, 
characterized in that the polycondensation reaction according to process step c) is 
performed at a temperature within a range of from 100° C to 250° C, e sp e c i al l y at a 
t e mp e ratur e within a rang e of from 120° C to 230° C . 

10. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 to-©, 
characterized in that the polycondensation product obtained according to process step 
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c) is at least partially neutralized with an inorganic or organic acid or adjusted to weakly 
acid i c, ospooially w i th hydrochloric acid or aoot i o ac i d . 

11. (New) The process according to claim 5, characterized in that said 
hydroxy groups are in the form of polvhvdric alcohols selected from the group consisting 
of ethylene glycol, diethylene, triethylene or tetraethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 
butvlenes glycol or polyethylene glycol as well as a mixture of these solvents. 

12. (New) The process according to claim 7, characterized in that said metal 
halide is zinc chloride. 

13. (New) The process according to claim 8, wherein the water distillation 
step is at least partially carried out under vacuum. 

14. (New) The process according to claim 10, wherein said inorganic or 
organic acid is selected from the group consisting of hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, 
formic acid and acetic acid. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1 through 14 are now pending in the application. The amendments to the 
claims contained herein are of equivalent scope as originally filed and, thus, are not a 
narrowing amendment. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
amendments and remarks contained herein. 

If the Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution 
of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641- 
1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.LC. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

RMS/lkv 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 22 July 2004 




Robert M. Siminski, Reg. No. 36,007 
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